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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say, can you see by the dawn’s early light,

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,

O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;

O! say, does that Star-Spangled Banner yet wave,

O’er the land of the free, and the home of the brave?

HAIL TO OLD I.U.

Come and join in song together,

Shout with might and main;

Our beloved Alma Mater,

Sound her praise again.

Chorus

Gloriana, Frangipana,

E’er to her be true;

She’s the pride of Indiana,

Hail to old I.U.!

—Joe T. Giles, Class of 1894

FIFTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL 
COMMENCEMENT
INDIANA UNIVERSITY NORTHWEST
Thursday, May 11, 2023 
10 a.m.

PAMELA WHITTEN, President of Indiana University, Presiding

PROCESSIONAL Indiana University Brass Quintet

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER Led by Despina Liaskos 
 Alumna, Indiana University Northwest

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS President Whitten

 Ken Iwama 
 Chancellor, Indiana University Northwest

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE President Whitten 
(A biography of the honoree is printed on page 5.)

ALUMNI INDUCTION CEREMONY Jacqueline Renee Bell 
 Bachelor of Science, Criminal Justice 
 Class of 2023

 Ms. Liaskos

PRESENTATION OF THE CLASS Chancellor Iwama

STUDENT ADDRESS  Takisha Stanford 
 Bachelor of Science, Business Adminstration 
 Class of 2023

CHARGE TO THE CLASS President Whitten

INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATES Kenneth Schoon 
 Professor Emeritus of Science Education

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES President Whitten

HAIL TO OLD I.U.  Led by Ms. Liaskos

RECESSIONAL Indiana University Brass Quintet 
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SCHOOLS AND PROGRAMS

College of Arts and Sciences, page 6
Mark Hoyert, Dean

Jonathyne Briggs, Associate Dean 

Kristin Huysken, Associate Dean

School of the Arts, page 9  
David Klamen, Dean 

School of Business and Economics, page 9
Cynthia S. Roberts, Dean  

Micah Pollak, Associate Dean  

School of Education, page 11  
Mark B. Sperling, Interim Dean

College of Health and Human Services, page 11
Crystal Shannon, Interim Dean

Library
Crystal Shannon, Interim Dean

Cynthia Szymanski, Assistant Dean

#IUNGrad23 

With honor to the First Nations people of Indiana, on whose ancestral 
homelands and resources Indiana University Northwest was built. 

Indiana University communications and marketing professionals  
will be gathering still images and video for use on university social media  
and websites, as well as for other marketing and news purposes.

Your participation in this public ceremony grants Indiana University 
permission to use your likeness in such material.

ADMINISTRATION AND 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

Pamela Whitten, President

Jay L. Hess, Executive Vice President for 
University Clinical Affairs

Andrew R. Klein, Interim Executive Vice 
President and Chancellor, IUPUI

Dwayne Pinkney, Executive 
Vice President for Finance and 
Administration

Rahul Shrivastav, Executive Vice 
President and Provost, Indiana 
University Bloomington

Hannah Buxbaum, Vice President for 
International Affairs

Fred H. Cate, Vice President for 
Research

Scott Dolson, Vice President and 
Director of Intercollegiate Athletics

Michael Huber, Vice President for 
University Relations

Rob Lowden, Vice President for 
Information Technology and Chief 
Information Officer

Thomas A. Morrison, Vice President for 
Capital Planning and Facilities

Nancy E. Paton, Vice President and 
Chief Communications and Marketing 
Officer

Julie Payne-Kirchmeier, Vice President 
for Student Success

Anthony Prather, Vice President and 
General Counsel

Todd Richardson, Vice President and 
Chief Human Resources Officer

Susan Sciame-Giesecke, Vice President 
for Regional Campuses and Online 
Education

James C. Wimbush, Vice President for 
Diversity, Equity, and Multicultural 
Affairs

INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
FOUNDATION

J Thomas Forbes, President and Chief 
Executive Officer

TRUSTEES OF INDIANA 
UNIVERSITY

Quinn Buckner, Bloomington, Chair

Harry L. Gonso, Indianapolis, Vice 
Chair

Kelsey E. Binion, Fishers

Cathy Langham, Carmel

Cynthia Lucchese, Indianapolis

Michael J. Mirro, Fort Wayne

Jeremy A. Morris, Indianapolis

Donna B. Spears, Richmond

Vivian Winston, Bloomington

INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
NORTHWEST

Ken Iwama, Chancellor

Vicki Román-Lagunas, Executive Vice  
Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Michelle T. Dickerson, Vice Chancellor 
for Finance

Kevin Elmore, Executive Director 
Facilities and Operations 

Nick Ray, Regional Campus Chief  
Information Officer

Amy Diaz, Chief of Staff

Dorothy Frink, Associate Vice 
Chancellor for Enrollment 
Management

Beth Tyler, Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs and Dean of Students

INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
NORTHWEST ACADEMIC 
AFFAIRS

Vicki Román-Lagunas, Executive Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

Bala Arshanapalli, Associate Vice 
Chancellor

Cynthia O’Dell, Associate Vice 
Chancellor

Christopher Young, Assistant Vice 
Chancellor 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
NORTHWEST BOARD OF 
ADVISORS

Vanessa Allen McCloud

Calvin Bellamy

Rick Callinski

Sylvia Collins

Frankie Fesko

Ken Iwama

Sharon Johnson Shirley

Deborah McCullough

Joseph Medellin

Justin Mount

Cynthia Powers

Jerome Prince

David Ryan

Janet Seabrook

Bernadette Slawinski

Michael Tolbert

David Wilkinson

Pam Yttri

CAMPUS GRAND 
MARSHAL

Mark Baer, Associate Professor of Acting 
and Directing

SCHOOL MARSHALS

College of Arts and Sciences

Raoul Contreras, Associate Professor, 
Department of Minority Studies

School of the Arts

Natasha Brown, Associate Professor, 
Department of Communications

School of Business and Economics

Subir Bandyopadhyay, Professor

School of Education

Vernon G. Smith, Professor

College of Health and Human 
Services

Monice Solinas-Saunders, Associate 
Professor, School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs

UNIVERSITY PLATFORM 
MARSHAL

Sarah B. Mostes

SIGN LANGUAGE 
INTERPRETERS

Sandra Kritenbrink

Debra Pampalone

INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
BRASS QUINTET

William Rabun, trumpet

Sean Burdette, trumpet

Mica Redden, horn 

Nate Berry, trombone

John Paul Powers, tuba

SPECIAL THANKS

Tamara S. Davis, Dean, Indiana 
University School of Social Work
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COMMENCEMENT TRADITIONS

Today we celebrate the fifty-seventh 
Commencement exercises of Indiana 
University Northwest, representing  
the culmination and proud 
recognition of our graduates’ 
academic achievements.  
The ceremony is rich in academic 
tradition and protocol and includes 
a Commencement address by 
the president, remarks by other 
speakers, the conferral of degrees, 
and the induction of graduates into 
the IU Alumni Association.

ACADEMIC ATTIRE

All candidates for degrees and those 
who hold these degrees, including 
university officials, faculty, and 
visiting dignitaries, are attired in 
traditional caps and gowns. 

Caps
Candidates for degrees wear  
square caps (called mortarboards) 
adorned with tassels that reflect 
the school from which they are 
graduating. These tassel colors, 
which are largely standard across 
the United States, are:

Arts and Sciences—White
Business and Economics—Drab
Dental Education—Lilac
Education—Light Blue
Health Professions—Kelly Green
Labor Studies—Nile Green
Nursing—Apricot
Public and Environmental 

Affairs—Peacock Blue
Social Work—Citron

Gowns
The gowns for bachelor’s and 
associate degree recipients have a 
closed front and open sleeves.  
The master’s degree gown has 
extremely long, closed sleeves, from 
which the arms extend through a 
slit at the wrist; the end of the sleeve 
is square, with an arc cut away just 
above the bottom. The doctoral 
gown has velvet panels down the 
front and voluminous bell-shaped 
sleeves, on which there are three 
velvet bars.

Hoods
Master’s degree candidates wear 
hoods, which are not actually head 
coverings but stoles, edged in velvet 
and lined in satin, which flow down 
the wearer’s back. The color of the 
velvet edging reflects the academic 
discipline; the satin lining reflects 
the institution granting the degree. 
Thus, Indiana University hoods are 
lined in cream and crimson. Doctoral 
hoods, worn by many faculty 
members, use the same system of 
color symbolism but are longer and 
wider than master’s hoods.

Honor Cords
Indiana University is proud of  
all of its graduates, and is especially 
proud of those who have excelled 
academically. Candidates who are 
graduating with distinction, high 
distinction, and highest distinction 
are entitled to wear honor cords 
(sometimes called fourragères) 
pinned to the left shoulder of 
the gowns. In addition, on some 
campuses, qualified students are 
entitled to wear gold medallions 
indicating that they are graduating 
with honors. The requirements for 
graduating with honors are different 
for each school.

Honor Cords for Honor Societies
Graduates who are members of 
nearly 60 nationally recognized 
honor societies may wear their 
societies’ honor cords or medallions 
during Commencement.

Honor Cords for Veterans  
and Service Members
Graduating students who have 
served or are currently serving in  
the U.S. Armed Forces wear red, 
white, and blue cords.

THE HISTORY OF  
ACADEMIC ATTIRE

The academic costume of today 
has a history of nearly eight 
centuries. Students in the medieval 
universities of Paris, Bologna, 
Oxford, and Cambridge organized 
themselves into guilds; their usual 

garb, a long gown, was probably 
necessary for warmth in the 
unheated buildings. Scholars, who 
were generally members of church 
orders, wore these robes along with 
hoods to protect their shaved heads. 
Later, they wore skullcaps to protect 
their heads, and the hood developed 
into a cape that they could pull over 
their heads for extra protection in 
unpleasant weather. As additional 
universities were founded, their 
faculties adapted distinctive forms 
of the gown and hood for bachelors 
(apprentices of arts), masters 
(teachers), and doctors (teachers 
who had completed postgraduate 
studies), which were marked mostly 
by differences among the hoods. 
These differences were regulated 
by strict rules; tailors who departed 
from the authorized design could 
be punished. Finally, when caps 
and hats came into fashion in the 
fifteenth century, the hoods became 
ornamental, draped over the 
shoulders and down the back.

The academic hat was adapted  
from the headgear worn by ordinary 
people and began as a symbol of the 
master’s degree. It took various  
forms: some caps were stiff and 
some were soft; some were square 
and some were round with a tuft 
in the center. The modern tassel is 
an elaboration of the tuft, and the 
mortarboard style comes to us  
from Oxford.

When academic costume came to 
America in 1754, styles were quite 
varied. In Europe, they still are, but 
in the United States, standardized 
rules for academic regalia were 
enacted in 1895 with the passage of 
the Intercollegiate Code (updated in 
1932 and 1959). The code, created 
by an intercollegiate commission, 
prescribed the cut, style, and 
materials of the gowns and the 
colors that were to represent the 
different fields of learning.

HONORARY DEGREE CANDIDATE

THE HONORABLE 
ROBERT D. RUCKER

Robert Rucker was the 105th justice 
of the Indiana Supreme Court. He 
was appointed to the post by Indiana 
Governor Frank O’Bannon in 1999 
and served as an Indiana Supreme 
Court justice until his retirement in 
2017.

Born in Canton, Georgia, Rucker 
grew up in Gary. He supported his 
education at Indiana University 
Northwest by working in the local 
steel mills. His college education 
was interrupted by his service in 
the Vietnam War with the First 
Cavalry Division of the U.S. Army, 
where he was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal and the Purple Heart. 
Rucker returned to IU Northwest 
and earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
1974. He then attended Valparaiso 
University, earning a Doctor of 
Jurisprudence in 1976. He also 
holds a Master of Laws degree from 
the University of Virginia School of 
Law.

Before joining the Indiana Supreme 
Court, where he was the second 
African American justice to serve, 
Rucker served as a judge on the 
Indiana Court of Appeals, to which 
he was appointed in 1991 by 
Governor Evan Bayh. He was the 
first African American appellate 
judge in Indiana. While on the 
Court of Appeals, he served as vice 
chair of the Indiana Commission for 
Continuing Legal Education.  

As a lawyer, Rucker served on the 
boards of directors of the Indiana 
Trial Lawyers Association and the 
Northwest Indiana Legal Services 
Organization. He also served as a 
deputy prosecuting attorney for Lake 
County, Indiana, and as the attorney 
for the city of Gary. He had a general 
legal practice in East Chicago, 
Indiana.

Rucker authored more than 450 
majority opinions and issued more 
than 100 dissents during his tenure 
on both the Court of Appeals and the 
Supreme Court. During his long and 
distinguished career, he was known 
for his dedication to increasing 
diversity in the legal profession. 
He appointed numerous women 
and lawyers of color to serve on 
various boards and commissions. He 
consistently hired lawyers of color 
to serve as law clerks on the Court of 
Appeals and the Supreme Court.

In recognition of Rucker’s lifetime 
of contributions to Northwest 
Indiana and to the legal profession, 
in 2010, the Lake County, Indiana, 
Commissioners named the 
courthouse in downtown Gary, home 
to several Lake County Superior 
Courts, the Robert D. Rucker 
Courthouse. 

Rucker’s past and present 
memberships include the American  
Bar Association, the Indiana Judges 
Association, the Indiana State  
Bar Association, and the Marion 
County Bar Association. He is 
a fellow of the Indianapolis Bar 
Foundation and a previous Lake 
County Judicial Nominating 
Commission chair. He has also 
served as chair of the National Bar 
Association’s Judicial Council. His 
many honors include Valparaiso 
University’s Outstanding Alumni 
Achievement Award and being 
named a Sagamore of the Wabash by 
Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb.

William J. Lowe, professor of 
history and former chancellor of 
Indiana University Northwest, 
says, “Justice Rucker’s experiences 
up through his graduation at IU 
Northwest were early markers of 
the commitment and persistence 
that he would demonstrate in a legal 
career characterized by demanding 
standards and achievements that are 
accurately described as historic for 
the state of Indiana. As a scholar, a 
distinguished jurist, and an engaged 
citizen, Justice Rucker opened the 
door for opportunity, equity, and 
inclusion, to enhance and improve 
the lives and prospects for those 
least advantaged in our society.”
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Kayla Patricia Jean Nichols
   English 
Amber Ondo
   Psychology 
Fernando Perez
   Philosophy 

With High Distinction
Brianna Judith Plemons
   Psychology 
Cynthia S. Quiroz
   Political Science 
Tye Jada Riddle
   Psychology 
Emily Russell
   Psychology
Jennifer Kay Salyer
   Psychology 
Mary Ellen Sanchez
   Psychology 
Sydney Grace Sarver
   English, French 

With Distinction
Payton Elizabeth Sawaska
   Psychology 
Jessica Schlimgen
   Psychology 
Kaja Damari Sims
   Psychology 
Hannah Siska 
   English 

With Highest Distinction
Mariana Lisette Soriano
   Psychology 
   With High Distintion
Daniel B. Suprenant
   History 
Shanee Maggie Tolbert 
   Pyschology 
Cesar Torralva-Trejo
   Sociology, Anthropology 

With High Distinction
Melena Monique Trujillo
   English
Amaya Nicole Wagner
 English, Psychology
 With High Distinction 
Camille Alexandra Walls
   Psychology 
Hunter Winicky
   Psychology 

With Distinction
Silvana C Zamudio
   Psychology

BACHELOR OF 
GENERAL STUDIES

Tristen P. Allen
Brandi N. Arcuri

With Distinction
Mohammad Najeb Arifee
Kayla Renee Bailey
Abdullahi Bashir
Ada Bavaro
Beth Bender
Jacqueline A. Blue
Bailey Madison Boler
Marrin Elizabeth Brandt
DeAngela Brewer
Halle Nicole Brne
Amanda Brown
Barnardine Carter
James E. Clark

With High Distinction
Maria Elena Cruz

With Distinction
Rosalyn Patrice Gonzalez
Johnathon Tyler Ellison
Lisa Elkins
Marissa Escobedo
Brittany Lay’Shawn Fergerson
Brian Flores
Rachelle Gutierrez
Toni Hannah-Dyer
Michael Shawn Helmstetter
Brian Hernandez
Tyler Q. Houston

With Distinction
Roshanta M. Jackson
Jared Johnson
Ian Jones
Tiarra Marie Jordan
Lauren Elizabeth Jubera
Mikey Trenton Kracht
Zoe M. Lakomek
Konstantinos Liodos
Shirley Lipsey
Christine Bridget Lipowski
Keith Lotz
Brittany Lozanovski
Sylvia Navarro Luna
Kimberly Joi Macklin
Mason Markovich
Mary Lynn Markusic
Pennivery N. Mayes
Hayley Anastasia Maze
Murciano Davion McConnell Gooch
Lydia Carolina Montanez

With Highest Distinction
Joseph Tyler Moore
Lauren Ashley Moss
Morgan Elizabeth Nagy

Rodney Neal
Kara Lynn Nordhoff

With Highest Distinction
Aleisha Diana Stanley-Norwood
Ethan Luis Ortiz
Ashley Rose Pala
Ariana Irene Perez

With Distinction
Kayla M. Perry
Brittany Nicole Pocock
Mireya Verenice Ramirez
Marissa Ana Rosa Ramos
Binaca D. Hernandez
Travarus Robinson
Zachary Daniel Rocha
Brianna Rae Roethler
Samantha M. Rogers
Melissa Diane Russel
Cassia M. Scott
Kate Shelton
Brandi D. Sims
Rebecca L. Soboleski
Ashley Soto
Stephanie Stanford
Allison Lee Stangel
Tamitra Danielle Tate

With High Distinction
Anthony Taylor

With Distinction
Logan Thomas
Sabrina L. Thormann
Ny’kkiale Q. Tillman
Steven Tulsiak
Eric M. Turner
Thomas John Vanko Jr.
Kayla Denise Walker
Kristina Warren
Jimmie Washington
Jessalyn Wilson

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

Illaha Zuhal Abdul
   Psychology 
Christopher Addison
   Chemistry 
Yusaf Ahmed
   Biology, Chemistry 

With Distinction
Duaa M Babar
   Psychology 
Tiffany Anne Barham
   Actuarial Science 
Nicholas P. Bibeau
   Computer Information Systems 

With Distinction
Arianna Marie Brown
   Geology 

College of Arts 
and Sciences

BACHELOR OF 
APPLIED SCIENCE

Angel Blankenship
Eric Diaz
Jayla H. McCann

With Highest Distinction
Lauren Elizabeth Walls

With Distinction

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Priscila Acevedo
   Psychology 

With Distinction
Ronni Anise Allen
   Psychology 
Christina M. Almaraz
   Biology 
Carli Jurnee Anderson
 Political Science
Angelina Andrade
   Psychology 
Nicole Jaimie Antecki
 Psychology
Lorena Arciga
   History 
Moira Ashlock
   History
Nicholas P. Bibeau 
   Political Science 

With Distinction
Jordan L Bowen
   English 
Gregory D Buchanan
   Political Science 
   History 
Madison Renée Byers
   Anthropology 
Micheal Anthony Chabes II
   Psychology 

Madison Elizabeth Cheeseman
   Psychology 

With Distinction
Destinie Briana Chops
   Psychology
Darnice Collier
   Sociology 
Amanda Joy Cook
   Psychology 
Emileishka De Jesus Delbrey 
   Spanish 
Alexis S Ezell
   Psychology 
Mireya Isabel Felix
   Political Science 
Julia Ann Ferguson
   Psychology 
Angela N Fisher
   Sociology 
Michael L Gaines Jr
   Psychology
Alexa Gaitan
   Psychology 
Mackenzie Faith Gesbeck
   Psychology 
Aislinn Gonzalez
   Psychology 
Belen Gonzalez
   Psychology 
Kaitlyn N Grubbe
   Psychology 
Siriany Illiana Guzman
   Polticical Science 
Christina Kaye Hairston
   English 

With Distinction
Islam Mohammed Hamed
   Psychology 
Matthew Lawrence Hanlon
   Sustainability Studies 
Heather Reneé Harwood
   Anthropology 
Kayla-Ann W. Haynes
   Psychology 

With High Distinction

Angelina Marie Hernandez
   Political Science 
Zachary Alan Hicks
   Psychology 
Nascha Halona Hladek
   Psychology 
Faith Hood
   Psychology 
Jack Henry Huber
   Political Science 

With Highest Distinction
Cara A Hubster
   Psychology 
Milene Hurtado
   Spanish 
Hya Jaber
   Psychology 
Ryan James
   Psychology 
Bionca Jimenez
   Psychology 
Maya Arsala Khan
   Psychology 
Aikaterini Koufou
   Biology 
Alaina Lundy
   History 
Ryan Madi
   History 

With Distinction
Elizabeth Magers
   History

With High Distinction
Aasia Naseem Malik
   Sociology 
Denise Louise Maragos
   History 

With Distinction
Aline Marquez Alvarez
   Psychology 
Andrea Martinez
   Spanish 
R’reon Melton
   Psychology 
Chloe’ LaShay Meredith
   Psychology 
Tatiana Caroline Mireles
 English
 With Highest Distinction
Mutia Morris
   Anthropology   
Ciera Ashley Moulesong
   English 

GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE 
DEGREE RECIPIENTS

This Commencement program should be regarded as a 
preliminary document, pending confirmation of all degrees.  
It includes lists of graduates whose degrees have been conferred 
in fall 2022 and degree candidates for the 2023 spring and 
summer terms. Degrees will be conferred after the completion  
of all requirements is verified.
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MASTER OF ARTS IN 
TEACHING HISTORY 

Shelby Carter

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN TEACHING 
MATHEMATICS

Jessica Buehler 
Justin Drew Fisher
Floyd Keith Iddings III
Bennie Vassallo

MASTER OF COMPUTER 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Vishnu Vardhan Patamsetti 
Tyler Welker 
Phillip Michael Yarbrough

MASTER OF 
LIBERAL STUDIES

Rachelle Morgan Ceaser
Whitney E. Freeman

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School of the Arts

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Nana Opoku-Oware Asabere 
Theatre 

Dajamori’ Ariel Brown 
Communication 

Tiana Javaé Brown 
Fine Arts/CIS Graphic Design

Ian Stuart Gregory Deperio 
Fine Arts/ CIS Graphic Design 

Esperanza Flores 
Theatre, Fine Arts

Danielle Ann Henrichs 
Communication 

Makena Ellena Hose 
Communication 

Tyler Kaufman  
Fine Arts/CIS Graphic Design
With Highest Distinction 

Jacob M. Meiss
 CIS/Fine Arts Graphic Design
Stephanie Grace Puente 

Communication 
Amy L. Rakoczy 

Fine Arts 
Serena Morgan Schreiber 

Communication 
Krystal Renee Watson 

Communication 
Louis Williams Jr.
 Communication
Cheyenne Yates 

Communication 

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Makayla Brooks
With Highest Distinction

Yuna Choi
With High Distinction

Kristopher L. Kritikos
With High Distinction

Julianne S. Lopez
Alejandra Cecilia Mosqueda

With Distinction
Emma Purser
Kayla Nicole Snellgrove

School of Business 
and Economics 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN BUSINESS 

Monsoor Adisa
   Accounting/Finance
Conrad Joesan Cotiangco Alegre
   Business Administration
Matthew Anderson
   Business Administration

With High Distinction
Ethan Ashmore 
     Business Administration
Joshua Banhart
   Business Administration
Ciara Barnett
   Business Administration
Jazzamin Benjamin  
   Business Administration 
Bojan Bilbija
   Business Administration
Joshua Boudreau
   Business Administration 
Dade Brown
   Accounting/Finance 

With Distinction
Walker Brummett
 Business Adminstration
Javier Campos
   Business Administration
Gina Chapa
  Accounting/Finance
Gregory Charles
   Accounting/Finance
Abria Cooper 
   Business Administration
Edward Davies 
   Business Administration 
Glorija Deleva 
   Accounting/Finance

With High Distinction
Kibra Devine 
   Business Administration 
Lucas Eckelbarger 
   Accounting/Finance
   Business Administration
Michael Alexander Fritcher
   Business Administration
Julyssa Gonzalez 
   Business Administration

With Distinction 
Dawn Hightower 
   Accounting/Finance 
Haley Jones
   Business Administration 

Russell James Burke
   Computer Information Systems

With Distinction
Aubrey Danielle Butterfield
  Psychology 
Sarai Gisselle Cabrales
   Psychology 
Sabrina M. Campos
   Psychology
Ria Chopra
   Biology
Marija Damceska
   Computer Information Systems 
Tyler Raymond Delgadillo
   Informatics 
Grant E.M. Donahue
  Geology 
David Doneski
   Chemistry 

  With Highest Distinction
Cecily Dronebarger
   Informatics
Nibal Fares
   Biology

With Highest Distinction
Nathan Galipeau
   Computer Information Systems 

With Distinction
Carolina Lexus Garza
   Neuroscience 

  With Distinction
Todd Michael Gehring-Gervase, Jr.
   Actuarial Science 
Tyler Bryonna Gilbert
   Geology 
Samantha A Gorton
   Computer Information Systems
Daniel Coutee Greenwood
   Computer Information Systems

With Distinction
Zachary Andrew Hatfield
 Chemistry
Milene Hurtado 
   Neuroscience 
Alexander Edward Kacher
   Biochemistry 

With High Distinction
Lateashia Kincaid
   Informatics 
Nolan Austin Kordys
   Computer Information Systems 
Christopher Lappo
   Biology/Geology Environmental 

Science
With Distinction

Corey Laseter
   Psychology 
Ian Lloyd
   Psychology 
Alex Jose Maciel
   Biology 
Maria Guadalupe Madrigal Cerda
  Psychology 
Sarah Martin
   Psychology 
Malcolm J. Matlock
   Actuarial Science 
Asba Mehmood
   Biochemestry
Ammaar Rashaad Mohammed
   Biology

With High Distinction
Basma Mohammed
   Chemistry 

With Distinction
Safia Anjum Mohiuddin
   Biochemistry 

With Highest Distinction
Hisham A. Moussa
   Psychology
Joseph Gin-Quon Moy
   Biology

With High Distinction
Yousif Mukatash
   Biology

With Highest Distinction
Kelvin Nguyen
   Computer Information Systems 
Leslie Perez
   Neuroscience 
Tyler Porter
   Biochemistry 
Yasmine Porter
   Psychology 
Nolan Cade Ray
   Computer Information Systems 
Alexander Rocha
   Computer Information Systems 
Lois Mae Sadlowski
   Biochemistry
Maribel Salgado
   Chemistry
Paige Sanborn
   Biology 

  With Highest Distinction
Sarah Seabolt
   Chemistry/Biology Environmental 

Science 
Kayla Ariellis Serrano
 Computer Information Systems
Mikayla Sirjord
   Psychology 

Alec Matthew Siurek
   Geology 
   With High Distinction
Alphonzo Smith Jr.
   Computer Information Systems

With Highest Distinction
Isaiah Demetrius Smith
   Computer Information Systems 
Maheen Tahir
   Biology 
Haylee Anne Thomas
   Biology 
Alejandro Torres
  Informatics 

  With Distinction
Cole Vandersteeg
   Actuarial Science, Mathematics 

With Highest Distinction
Kenneth VanOrden Jr.
   French 

With High Distinction
Nivya Varghese
   Biochemistry 

With Highest Distinction
Karl Edward Wehner
   Geology 
Romel E. Whiteside 
   Computer Information Systems
Joshua Jerald Yarbrough
   Computer Information Systems 
Asmae Zehraoui
   Psychology 
Robert J. Zelmer
   Computer Information Systems  

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN ENGLISH

Jessica Jean Bules
Mary Manor 
Michelle N. Ryan 
Bethany Zilligen

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
TEACHING BIOLOGY 

Mckenzie Lamberson 

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
TEACHING CHEMISTRY

Carrie S. Brown 
Julie Cox
Taylor Michelle Doner
Jeffrey Kindelan 
Cassondra Winn
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School of Education 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN EDUCATION 

Angel Omar Alia
With Distinction 

Megan Joy Bennett
Alexis Lee Buenrostro
Sydney Lucille-Maria Flores-

Cuadrado
GiAnna Giorgi-Collins

With Highest Distinction 
Courtney Anne Danko

With Distinction 
Grace Marie DeBoer

With Highest Distinction
David Alan Fadely
Christina Kaye Hairston

With Distinction 
Faith Mary Huss
Sarah Mamdouh Hussein

With Highest Distinction 
Elyssa Mae Jankowski

With Highest Distinction 
Alexis Joy Kotcamp
Joveth Mendez
Natalie S. Miller
Haley Rose Minor

With Distinction 
Guadalupe Navarro
Natalie Otero

With Highest Distinction 
Vanessa Marie Pascual

With Distinction
Holly Ann Pasko

With Distinction 
Tere Ramos
Camari Laniece Riley
Ashley Marie Swets

With High Distinction 
Makayla Nicole VanVleet
Athena Marie Walker
 With Highest Distinction

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN EDUCATION 

Lovely Bowen
Nina Marie Brown
Shannon F. Davis
Leslie LaDonna Exford
Jayson Lee Goodman
Kimberly Hill
Lindsey Nichole Hoover
Sabrina Renee Jackson
Joy L. Lewis-Pullins
Techa LaShay Lott
Erika Jenny Martinez
Alicia Catherine Myers

Sharonne Michel Scott
Jessica Hali Rea Thompson 
Daphne Michele White
Racquel Renee Young

College of Health 
and Human Services 

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE 

Bethany Kaye Adams 
   Radiography

  With High Distinction
Aashna Agrawal
   Health Information Technology
Arrisa Domonique Allen 
   Radiography
Jillian Chodecki 
   Radiography
Amanda Marie Cicillian
   Health Information Technology
Ashlyn Alicia Marie Duncan 
   Radiography
Iyanla Edwards 
   Radiography
Elise Nicole Eriks 
   Radiography
Kevin Frederick 
   Radiography
Tyler Johnson
   Health Information Technology
Nicholas R. Kalk 
   Radiography
Christine Kallok 
   Radiography
Sydney Vail Kunes 
   Radiography
Alec Luna 
   Radiography
Araceli Magana
   Health Information Technology
Samantha Lynn Martin 
   Radiography
Sara Sadiah Mehisen 
   Radiography
Alaiya Melton
   Health Information Technology
Camryn Molden
   Health Information Technology
Melanie Lynn Mosher
   Health Information Technology
Alyssa Skye Murray 
   Radiography
Lateriri Rendell 
   Radiography
Allison Ruhe 
   Radiography
Beatriz Sanchez 
   Radiography

 With Highest Distinction
Lindsey Anne Smith 
   Radiography

Jessica Kardelis 
   Accounting/Finance

With Highest Distinction
Alexis Keller
   Accounting/Finance 
Britney Kozinski  
   Business Administration 
Matthew Kubiak 
   Accounting/Finance 
Viane Landa
   Business Administration
Stephanie Lester
   Business Administration 
Holly Letnich 
   Business Administration 
Kelly Lindholm
   Business Administration
Liliana Lopez
   Business Administration

With High Distinction
Eduardo Macias
   Accounting/Finance
Caden Mielczarek  
   Business Administration
Karli Miller  
   Business Administration
Samer Musa  
   Accounting/Finance
   Business Administration
Lexi Ostapchuk
   Business Administration 
Klimentina Pejovski
   Accounting/Finance
Denise Pelaez
   Business Administration
Linda Randolph-Smith
   Business Administration
Matthew Reyes
   Accounting/Finance
Adrianna Saenz
   Business Administration
Jacquelyn Spannan
   Business Administration
Takisha Stanford
   Business Administration

With High Distinction
Kameron Sullivan  
   Accounting/Finance

With Highest Distinction 
Edgar Tinoco
   Business Administration
Rebecca Todd
   Business Administration
Kestutis Vaitkus 
   Business Administration

With Highest Distinction

Joshua Valdivia  
   Accounting/Finance 
Paetyn VanNieulande 
   Business Administration
Lucas van Wijngaarden 
   Accounting/Finance
   Business Administration

With Distinction
Marshaud D. Watkins 
   Business Administration
Tessa Wilson
     Accounting/Finance
Brynn Young 
   Business Administration
DeAngelo Young
   Accounting/Finance

BACHELOR OF 
SCIENCE IN BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Asaad Bryant
   Business Administration
Camryn Fender
   Business Administration
Aiden Fleming 
   Business Administration 
Corina Gaffney
   Business Administration

With High Distinction
Eric Jacobs
   Business Administration

With High Distinction
Aysha Moore
   Business Administration
Kara Newell
   Business Administration
Stephen Otchere-Danso
   Business Administration
Hakam Safadi
 Business Administration
Manpreet Talwar
   Business Administration
Grant VanGundy
   Business Administration
Chad Will
   Business Administration 
Madalyn Will
   Business Administration
Wren Xiao
   Business Administration

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Midrar Aman
Matthew Paul Banach
Eufemia Carbajal

Anel Chavez
Michael Kroeger Jr.
Keeli Kubiszewski
Laura Elizabeth Kuyachich
Carlos Alberto Martinez-Hernandez
Joseph Mastej
Heather Marie Mitchell
Nicole Moore Parchem
Jacob Potter
Jennifer R. Potter
LaKisha Vance
Tyra Vivians
Joshua Wright
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Nwamaka Ann Nwannunu
Uchechuku Nelson Okoroigwe

  With Highest Distinction 
Zoe Nicolette Olivares 
Nichole Padilla
Tenisha Elaine Page

With Highest Distinction
Zachary Pardus
Ashley Rose Pavell
Christina Pejoski
Nikholet Porter
Chelsey Renee Primm
Daphne Ramirez
Elizabeth Rodriguez
Mackenzie Rae Russell
Jonathan M. Sanchez
Samantha Rhae Scherette
Micaela Francoeur Schmidt

With Highest Distinction
Joseph Sheehan
Neil Cesar Galutera Soriano
Madison La Manna Stefans

With Highest Distinction
Allison Joy Toler
Madison Lynn Torok

With Highest Distinction
Alexis Taylor Turner
Karl Trajkovich
Claire Valentino
Alisa Vasquez
Mia Lynn Veronesi
Christopher B. Williams
Shaina Alyse Williams
La’Parish Wilson

With Highest Distinction
Belinda Wirick
Sheri Louise Worosz

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN NURSING

Kimberly Joanna Biggerstaff
Matthew Chow
Ericka Delores Colakovic
Valerie Lynn Fase
Francine M. Fox
Cassandra Erika Haniford
Paige Roselen Hankins
Reagan C. Miller
Ashley L. Okoroigwe
Brandice Lynn Page
Roxanne Gayle Robinson
Selena Samardzich
Kelly Aleen Schoon
Katherine Louise Stahoviak
Nicole Way
Porsche West
Erin Jasmine Woods
Charles Paul Zakutansky

School of Public 
and Environmental 
Affairs

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Rylee Anderson
  With Highest Distinction

Samantha Bednarek
Jacqueline Bell
Marco Bravo
Jose Bugarin
Melanie Bunkley
Jaden Dillon
Katlin Garcia
Odalys Elizabeth Garcia
Gavin Michael Gibson
Katherine C. Hergenrother
 With Distinction
Kodi Elizabeth Heston
TaiYauna Lamani Howard
Hunter John Hutts

  With Distinction
Tyler A. James
Shauna Lynn Jesse

  With High Distinction
Shontae Johnson
Melissa Jones
Lauren Kozy
Karmelo Lozano 

  With Distinction
Paola Macias

With Distinction
Josephine Esperanza Mendoza

  With High Distinction
Idalis Morales
Daniel Keegan Norris

  With Distinction
Jessica Frances Quiros
Kyle D. Reynhout
Antwanette Shavarei LaShay 

Standberry
Morgan Grace Willis

  With High Distinction
Josh Winfrey
Madison Paige Wirey 

  With Highest Distinction

BACHELOR SCIENCE 
IN HEALTH SERVICES 
MANAGEMENT

Jenan Zaki Abdelhamid
Cresencia C. Alvarez
Maraya Marie Alvarez
Bilal Asghar

  With Highest Distinction

Tonee’ Bennett-Jones
  With Highest Distinction

Armando Bernal
Asya Bryant
Liz M. Carpenter
Emily Marie Decker
Shaza Hussein

  With High Distinction
Josephine Ilori
Samantha Kall

  With High Distinction
Laila Khani

  With Highest Distinction
Brooj Sardar Malik
Tracy Mora
James John Morris
Mikaela A. Paniagua

  With Distinction
Marissa Marie Razo
Ali Rea
Abigail Dawn Robinson

  With High Distinction
Malak Safadi

  With Highest Distinction
Morgan Elizabeth Schoon
Anna Slosser
Chane Washington
Sarah Nicole Woloszyn
Mackenzie Yock

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Christopher M. Cooley
 Management
Cory Federico
 Criminal Justice
Jenna Marie Pfeiffer
 Criminal Justice
Logan Polich
 Criminal Justice
Madison Reed VanGundy
 Management

  With High Distinction

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND 
PUBLIC SAFETY

Autumn Renee Flenar
 Criminal Justice
Ivorie Stalling
 Criminal Justice
Gabrielle Alexis Zamora
 Criminal Justice 

Jennifer Kate Stepanek
   Health Information Technology
Maciah Deshawn Swope 
   Radiography
Curtis Nader Tuley 
   Radiography

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN HEALTH INFORMATION 
ADMINISTRATION

Veronica Marie Cruz 
With High Distinction

Kelly Elizabeth Eriksson 
Kristen Marie Parkhurst 
Molly E. Stokes 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN MEDICAL IMAGING 
TECHNOLOGY

Michele Lee Higgins  
Jami Kruhmin  
Katelyn Nicole Majda  
Kaelyn Milicki 

With High Distinction 
Joshua M. Telles 
Bernard W. Walkup

With High Distinction 
Ashlynn Renae Wells  
Monique Yarbro  

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN RADIOLOGIC 
SCIENCES

Oluwatosin Adeola Ariyo 
   Clinical Track

With Highest Distinction
Miranda Barrera
   Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Haley Deering
   Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Courtney Renee Deming
   Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Nicole Garza
   Radiation Therapy
Rosaleen Abdelfattah Hammad 
   Radiation Therapy
Kailey Heise 
   Radiation Therapy
McKenna Faith Hetzel
   Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Kyle McCune 
   Radiation Therapy
Abbey Rose Nielson 
   Radiation Therapy
Gabriel Randle 
   Clinical Track

Carolina Romero
   Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Ratinder Ruckman 
   Radiation Therapy
Stephanie Sgouroudis
   Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Megan Sorensen
   Diagnostic Medical Sonography

  With Highest Distinction
Elizabeth Stefaniak
   Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Jillian Tillema
   Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Marija Todoroska
   Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Jared Tomac
   Radiation Therapy

 With Highest Distinction

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN APPLIED HEALTH 
SCIENCE

Tyra Elder-Lewis
Mackenzie Lynn Huck
Hunter Nichole Kaiser

  With High Distinction
Dawn Ivey Young

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN DENTAL HYGIENE

Beatriz Anaya
Nena Veronica Arreola
Alexa Lauren Avila
Joana Avila

  With Distinction
Corinne Blastick
Paola Campos 
Lizette Castaneda-Ramirez
Melissa Lynn DeGroot
Kathryn Elizabeth Fiorio
Myrka Garcia
Judith Hernandez
Taylor Layne Hisaw

 With Highest Distinction
Gina Kapinos
Salma Ivette Martinez
Stephanie Mendoza-Garmendia
Abigail Pozo
Citlaly Paola Sandoval 

With Distinction
Amanda Taylor Shefts
Esmeralda Tirado
Esmeralda Zamora

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN NURSING

Adesuwa Aghughu
Rhea Almira
Kassandra Anaya
Alexis Avey
Brandon Baker
Rosalyn Michelle Baker

With Highest Distinction 
Nallely Denisse Bernal
Adrianne Lyn Blevins
Vanessa Campos
Alexes Castaneda
Kassandra Denay Cortez
Haley Marie Davis
Ololade Teresa Dawodu
Mariah L. Denman
Angelica Chavon Dix
Carlie Eastman
Leslie Estrada
Karina Marie Evans

With Highest Distinction
Christina Ann Goding
Joshua Good
Julie Goodwin

With Distinction
Trinity Deneen Faith Green
Shavone Nicole Handy
Irene Pantelis Haramantas
Danielle N. Hartline
Renee Lyn Hoffman

With High Distinction
Mylissa Lynn Hughes
Andreas Jandreja Ivanovich
Grace Louise Jewett
Olivia Marlene Jewett

 With Highest Distinction
Hailey Johansen
Emily Lynn Johnson
Claire Juhnke
Harjot Kaur
Kaylie Michelle Kissane
Taylor Kmak
Kaitlyn Lord
Abigail Rose Lutgen
Morgan Rae Macuga
Holly Erica Malone
Ayanna Jade Manyweather
Isabelle Marie Martinez
Lauren Blake Maynard
Taylor McKenzie McQuen
Daniel Herbert Minix
Alissa Nikole Mostello   

With Distinction
Tori Adelle Nelson
Kamri Alicia Kay Nixon

With High Distinction 
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MASTER OF 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Al-Trease Yvette Battle
  Leadership
Edward Dabrowski
  Leadership
Jose Antonio DeLeon Jr.
 Leadership
Teresa M. Dillner
  Criminal Justice
Samantha M. Fischer
  Leadership
Melody Fisher
  Health Services Administration 

and Social Change
Ebony Hicks
  Criminal Justice
Vanelly Hill
  Criminal Justice
Winfred Humphrey III
 Leadership
Marko Ivetic
 Leadership
Theresa A. B. Knipe
 Leadership
Aleksandra Laboski
 Health Services Administration 

and Social Change
Sarah Lag
  Leadership
Danielle Miller-Henderson
  Criminal Justice
 Health Services Administration 

and Social Change
Carlie Rose Petrus
 Leadership
Jacob Stephen Villalpando
 Leadership
Jennifer L. Webber
 Leadership
 Sustainability and Social Justice

Division of Social 
Work/Department 
of Labor Studies 

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE 
IN LABOR STUDIES

Taylor Michael Greenen
Scott Elliott Howard

  With Highest Distinction
Trenton Michael Johnson

With Distinction
Michael Wadman

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN LABOR STUDIES

Whitney Herrold
  With Distinction

Jacob Aaron Howdeshell
  With Highest Distinction

Patrick L. Jones
  With Distinction

Jennifer Rekitzke
With Distinction

Scott Michael Wilfong
   Highest Distinction

BACHELOR OF 
SOCIAL WORK

Amy Alvarez
Bailey Marie Arnold
Brittney Chere Barnes
Lauryn Marie Click

With Highest Distinction
Kailynn Denise Curtis

With High Distinction 
Darrian Jewel Dalton 
Fatouma Hussien Dika
Christina S. Else
Jennifer Ann Farley 
Serena Fugate

With Highest Distinction 
Kara Ann Gardner
Brooke Ashlyn Hurd

With Distinction 
JaeLenn Cortrice Johnson
Sarah Nichole Koulianos 
Katelyn C. Kowalik 
Jenna Ann Martin
Kathleen Jane Megquier 

With High Distinction 
Priscilla Miranda 
Paulette Denise Morton
Tatyana Estrella Otero

With Distinction 
Erika Leanne Parcel
Renee Podczerwinski

With Highest Distinction 

Dafne Abigail Segura
Thomas A. Scott
Banita Tiesa Taylor
Kamryn Emily Whitten

MASTER OF 
SOCIAL WORK 

Yulissa Dianely Alvarez
Breanna Therese Bartman
Racheal Ann Bennett
Shani T. Brown
Julyeth Brown
Ruby Campos
Kathryn Camus
Analise Gabriella Castro
Jocelyn Caton Colburn
Alyson Cox
Judy A. Davern
Brianna Figueroa 
Britney Marie Franks
Kelly Suzanne Galka
Matalene Gearhart
Carolina Analise Gonzalez 
Princess Jamalla Graham
Nicole Kimberly Guido
ChaKara A’mir Gunn
Ashley N. Gutierrez
Monica Renee Henderson
Madeline Hill
Shariss LaTasha Hindman
Michele Aileen Johnson 
Kasondra Marie Kerwin
Toni Shanel Lindsey 
Melissa C. Litwicki
Morgan Ashley Luers 
Monica Luna
Elena Makarenko
Miranda Nicole Manis 
Laura Latrice Middleton
Crystal Shanta Moore
Aanisah Faatimah Mubarak 
Sarah A. Pancini
Erica Renee Pride 
Andrew James Ramos 
Winston Rocha Tapia 
Erin Rutherford 
Raney R. Sabie
Justin Rey Sardon
Jessica Lea Sternberg
Caryn Timmons 
Tina Lynn Tolson 
Angelica Bianca Weaver 
Erin Lee Weiss 
Susan C. Woods 
Caitlin Justine Wynne 
D’Nesha Samantha Young 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY NORTHWEST
MISSION STATEMENT 

We are Indiana University in 
Northwest Indiana, a diverse 
body of faculty, staff, and students 
committed to inclusivity, academic 
excellence, and student success. We 
provide high-quality undergraduate 
and graduate education by engaging 
our communities and performing 
innovative research and creative 
activities. We offer the advantages 
of a large university while providing 
personalized attention within a 
supportive campus community.

ABOUT IU NORTHWEST 

As one of seven IU campuses 
statewide, IU Northwest provides 
personal, affordable, and life- 
changing education in a high-quality 
academic environment that values 
diversity, inclusiveness, scholarship, 
and cultural and regional 
partnerships. 

Our more than 3,100 students 
collaborate and solve problems, 
which is a powerful, adaptable 
preparation for ethical leadership 
and success throughout a satisfying 
life and career. 

After this Commencement, IU 
Northwest will have conferred more 
than 29,000 degrees. 

IU Northwest serves the most 
diverse student body of any IU 
campus.

Learners of all ages and 
backgrounds, including many 
first-generation students who are 
the first in their families to attend 
college, pursue their IU degrees 
at IU Northwest while balancing 
a variety of other work and life 
responsibilities. Most IU Northwest 
graduates remain in Northwest 
Indiana to live and work, and many 
attain prominent positions in 
business, government, education, 
industry, the arts, health professions, 
and other vital community sectors. 
IU alumni contribute significantly 
to the economic, social, and cultural 
quality of life in the region, and IU 
Northwest is proud to have played a  
role in preparing them to meet those 
responsibilities. 

The campus is organized into five 
degree-granting academic units: 
the College of Arts and Sciences, 

the College of Health and Human 
Services (which includes the School 
of Nursing, the School of Public 
and Environmental Affairs, and the 
Division of Social Work), the School 
of the Arts, the School of Business 
and Economics, and the School of 
Education. IU Northwest is also the 
host site for the Indiana University 
School of Medicine—Northwest–
Gary, the only medical school in 
Northwest Indiana. 

Students at IU Northwest 
have access to more than 70 
undergraduate, graduate, and 
preprofessional degrees in business, 
health and human services, arts 
and sciences, education, public 
and environmental affairs, and 
continuing studies. 

Master’s degrees include business 
administration, clinical counseling, 
computer information systems, 
educational leadership, elementary 
and secondary education, English, 
liberal studies, management, 
public affairs, social work, and 
nursing (nursing administration, 
nursing education, and family nurse 
practitioner).

Evening and weekend classes, nearly 
hundreds of online course offerings, 
and study abroad options serve IU 
Northwest’s diverse student body. 
Small class sizes (14:1 student-
to- faculty ratio) ensure personal 
attention from a distinguished 
faculty of teaching scholars. 

Community-based engagement is 
central to the IU Northwest academic 
mission and to the campus’s 
relationship with Northwest 
Indiana’s citizens and stakeholders. 
Students have many hands-on 
learning opportunities that support 
regionally focused research and 
service projects related to schools, 
economic development, child welfare, 
environmental sustainability, and 
other critical issues. The relationship 
on campus between the College of 
Health and Human Services and the 
IU School of Medicine—Northwest–
Gary creates innovative professional 
synergies that allow medical 
students to work collaboratively with  
undergraduate and graduate students 
in other disciplines, and with local 
professionals and organizations 
to help address the region’s health 
concerns. 

IU Northwest features an outstanding 
faculty whose dedication and 
expertise provide an important 
academic resource for Northwest 
Indiana. Through research that is 
often focused specifically on issues 
of regional importance, and through 
communication of that research 
through published articles, books, 
presentations, and various forms of 
community outreach, IU Northwest 
faculty help to advance the quest 
for an improved quality of life in the 
region. 

While Indiana University’s history 
in Northwest Indiana dates back 
to 1922, the present campus was 
established in 1959. Since then, 
IU Northwest has grown from 
a single structure to a 43-acre 
campus featuring more than a 
dozen buildings. Its latest addition, 
the 126,300-square-foot Arts 
and Sciences Building, features 
state-of- the-art classrooms and 
learning labs for all students, as 
well as studio spaces for ceramics, 
painting, drawing, digital media, and 
photography, a 500-seat professional 
mainstage theatre, and a 100-seat 
black box studio theatre. 

IU Northwest offers students, faculty, 
staff, and community members a 
socially and aesthetically vibrant 
campus atmosphere. More than 60 
student organizations, intercollegiate 
athletics, the Shadows and Echoes 
Sculpture Garden, gallery exhibits, 
theatre performances, and a 
variety of community programs 
create a dynamic environment 
for individualized learning and 
contribute substantively to 
Northwest Indiana’s cultural fabric. 

IU Northwest continues to pursue 
its mission of community-based 
engagement with the residents, 
businesses, and stakeholders of 
Northwest Indiana—and its mission 
to serve as an active educational 
partner and resource for the region. 
The university remains committed to 
exploring new and innovative ways 
to meet the needs and support the 
aspirations of its students, faculty, 
staff, alumni, and community 
members. 
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